Sunday March 3, 2024
Third Sunday in Lent

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Uxbridge
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Prelude Psalm 23 Whitehead
Processional Hymn Be Thou My Vision CP 505

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.  And also with you.

Land Acknowledgement

Together we say

The Township of Uxbridge is situated on the traditional territory of the Huron-
Wendat, Haudenosaunee, Mississauga, and Chippewa (Anishinaabe) people. We
acknowledge that these lands are covered under the Williams Treaties and are home
to many Indigenous communities. We honour, recognize, and respect this nation and
Indigenous Peoples as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we
now live, work, and play.  (Township of Uxbridge)

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day

Father of mercy, alone we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves. When we are
discouraged by our weakness, strengthen us to follow Christ, our pattern and our hope;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Sung 3 times -
“Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to hear these words.”

First Reading Exodus 20:1-17
Reader: A Reading from the Book of Exodus

God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not
make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that
1s on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for
the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and
keep it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a
sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work - you, your son or your
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested
the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. Honour
your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your
God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not
steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. You shall not covet your
neighbour's house; you shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or male or female slave, or

ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.  (NRSV)

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 19 refrain:
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The  words of the Lord are spir - it——— and life.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Reader: A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians



The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise?
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human

strength. (NRSV)

Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Holy Gospel John 2:13-22

Reader: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their
tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father's house a marketplace!" His disciples remembered that it was written,
"Zeal for your house will consume me." The Jews then said to him, "What sign can you
show us for doing this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up." The Jews then said, "This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?" But he was speaking of the temple of his
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this;

and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. (NSRV)

Reader: The Gospel of Christ
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ



Gradual

“Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy words in our hearts,
we beseech thee.”

Sermon
Contemplative Pause

People: God we hear and receive your words of hope and encouragement and with
thoughtful gladness we sing.

Lord, We Hear Your Word with Gladness (vs 1) CP 447

“Lord we hear your word with gladness: you have spoken — we rejoice:
Words of love and life and freedom — help us make their truth our choice!
Now in holy celebration for your Word we worship you;

Spoken, written, known in Jesus, ours today to prove anew.”

The Apostle’s Creed
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Choir Anthem God of Mercy, Hear My Pleading Praetorius
Prayers of the People

Confession and Absolution

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners
and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.



Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Peace

May the peace of the risen Christ be with you! And also with you!

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Offertory Hymn In Christ Alone Getty

In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light, my strength, my song

This cornerstone, this solid ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My comforter, my all in all

Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
'Til on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground, His body lay

Light of the world, by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day

Up from the grave, He rose again

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me

For I am His and He is mine

Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny

No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
'Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand



The Prayer over the Gifts

Gracious God, we know your power to triumph over weakness. My we who ask
forgiveness be ready to forgive one another, in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer 3

The Lord be with you And also with you
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfilment of your promise you pour forth your
Spirit upon us, filling us with gifts and leading us into all truth. You give us power to
proclaim your gospel to all nations and to serve you as a royal priesthood. Therefore we
join our voices with angels and archangels, and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells,
to proclaim the glory of your name.

Sanctus CP 735

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known to
us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.

For in these last days, you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat this is my body which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Therefore, Father, according to his command, we remember his death, we proclaim his
resurrection, we await his coming in glory

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all, presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be
the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy
Spirit.

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to
that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As Jesus taught us, we pray together Our Father, who art in heaven ...

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: We break this bread,

All: Communion in Christ’s body once broken.
Celebrant: Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying.
All: If we have died with him, we shall live with him; if we hold firm, we

shall reign with him.
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Agnus Dei CP 690

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

Communion

Communion Hymn Open The Eyes of My Heart Lord Baloche

Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see you

I want to see you



Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see you

I want to see you

To see you high and lifted up
Shinin' in the light of Your glory
Pour out your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You

I want to see You

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You

I want to see You

To see you high and lifted up
Shinin' in the light of your glory
Pour out your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy

Holy (holy, holy, holy)
We cry holy, holy, holy
You are holy, holy, holy
I want to see you

Holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy

You are holy, holy, holy
I want to see you

Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see you

I want to see you

Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see you

I want to see you



Prayer after Communion

God of mercy and forgiveness, may we who share this sacrament live together in unity
and peace, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Doxology

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ
Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Announcements

Recessional Hymn I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say CP 508
The Dismissal (to be sung by all)

Go Now in Peace Besig

Go now in peace ... never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there, watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.

Postlude Meditation on Aberystwyth: Man of Sorrows Beaudoin



