Sunday March 10, 2024
Fourth Sunday in Lent and Vestry Sunday

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Uxbridge
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Prelude Amazing Grace Beaudoin
Processional Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness CP 506

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.  And also with you.

Land Acknowledgement

Together we say

The Township of Uxbridge is situated on the traditional territory of the Huron-
Wendat, Haudenosaunee, Mississauga, and Chippewa (Anishinaabe) people. We
acknowledge that these lands are covered under the Williams Treaties and are home
to many Indigenous communities. We honour, recognize, and respect this nation and
Indigenous Peoples as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we
now live, work, and play.  (Township of Uxbridge)

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day

Almighty God, through the waters of baptism your Son has made us children of light.
May we ever walk in his light and show forth your glory in the world; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Sung 3 times -
“Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to hear these words.”

First Reading Numbers 21:4-9
Reader: A Reading from the Book of Numbers

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom;
but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against
Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is
no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food." Then the Lord sent poisonous
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The
people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and
against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the
people. And the Lord said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live." So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the

serpent of bronze and live. (NRSV)

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 107:1-3,17-22  refrain:
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Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10
Reader: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions
of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of
wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which
he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ - by grace you have been saved - and raised us up with him and seated us with him
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the



immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God - not
the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
(NRSV)

Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Holy Gospel John 3:14-21

Reader: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Jesus said, "Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it

may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God."  (NSRV)

Reader: The Gospel of Christ
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Gradual

“Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy words in our hearts,
we beseech thee.”

Sermon

Contemplative Pause



People: God we hear and receive your words of hope and encouragement and with
thoughtful gladness we sing.

Lord, We Hear Your Word with Gladness (vs 1) CP 447

“Lord we hear your word with gladness: you have spoken — we rejoice:
Words of love and life and freedom — help us make their truth our choice!
Now in holy celebration for your Word we worship you,

Spoken, written, known in Jesus, ours today to prove anew.”

The Apostle’s Creed
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Choir Anthem We Will Praise You Praetorius
Prayers of the People

Confession and Absolution

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners
and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Peace

May the peace of the risen Christ be with you! And also with you!

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST



Offertory Hymn Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant CP 500

The Prayer over the Gifts

God of light, your Word brings to us a new vision of your glory. Accept our offering of
praise and thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer 3

The Lord be with you And also with you
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way, yet did not sin. By
his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone,
but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore with angels and archangels, and all
who have served you in every age, we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your
name.

Sanctus CP 735

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known to
us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.

For in these last days, you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat this is my body which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Therefore, Father, according to his command, we remember his death, we proclaim his
resurrection, we await his coming in glory

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all, presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be
the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy
Spirit.

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to
that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As Jesus taught us, we pray together Our Father, who art in heaven ...
The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: We break this bread,

All: Communion in Christ’s body once broken.

Celebrant: Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying.

All: If we have died with him, we shall live with him; if we hold firm, we

shall reign with him.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Agnus Dei CP 690

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

Communion

Communion Hymn What Wondrous Love Is This CP 400

Prayer after Communion



Father, through your goodness we receive your Son in word and sacrament. May we
always have faith in him, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Doxology

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ
Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Announcements

Recessional Hymn To God Be the Glory CP371
The Dismissal (to be sung by all)

Go Now in Peace Besig

Go now in peace ... never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there, watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen.

Postlude Benedictus Reger

Our annual vestry meeting will begin in the lower hall immediately following our
worship service.



